POPULAR   WARES:    A   SWEET   STALL   AT   A   COUNTRY    FAIR
Wumen and girls of all classes and all ages wear the faldetta out of doors.     Viewed from behind,
youth thus cloaked is indistinguishable from age, unless perhaps by its more erect carriage, and-the
traveller's curiosity is constantly piqued as to what type of face a turning figure will disclose beneath
the over-arching hood, what figure within the black, enveloping folds
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essentially West Mediterranean culture represented by the " Giants' Graves " of Sardinia, the megalithic monuments . of Spain and Corsica, and cave-deposits and occasional ruder monuments in Sicily and South Italy. In Malta, such early settlements are widely distributed, and their remains indicate a large population, pastoral and agricultural, with considerable skill in pottery, sculpture, and architecture, and extensive intercourse. These first occupants were of purely Mediterranean stock, and differ wholly from their successors, the Phoenician settlers of the Early Iron Age (1000-700 B.C.), from whom the later inhabitants seem to be mainly descended. Between the Stone Age culture and the Phoenician occupation lies a long interval of desolation, due, as the condition of the early ruins suggests, to prolonged drought and desert conditions, so that
the islands played no part in the Minoan civilization of the Bronze Age.
The principal Phoenician settlement seems to have been at Marsa Scirocco, though there are remains also elsewhere ; and it lasted long after the surrender of the islands to the Romans in 218 B.C. at the outbreak of their second war with Carthage. Under Roman rule the islands, still essentially Phoenician in culture, were attached to the Sicilian province, but had their own municipal administration, and enjoyed considerable prosperity. The shipwreck of S. Paul off the bay which bears his name, on his journey from Caesarea to Rome, probably in A.D. 58, gives a momentary glimpse of a friendly people speaking an unfamiliar language, presumably a Phoenician dialect.
The traditional residence of " Publius, the chief of the island/' was long shown
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